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Abstract

The controversies from different quarters over the validity of National
Examination Council (NECO) conducted Senior Secondary Certificate
Examination (SSCE) and the results for placement of candidates in tertiary
institutions necessitated this investigation. The study sought to know the
secondary school teachers’ perception of the administration of the NECO/SSCE
with the aim of finding out the factors responsible for the diverse opinions.
1,382 teachers from three states and Federal Capital Territory (FCT) responded
to a questionnaire seeking their perception of different aspects of the
examination administration process. Simple frequency count and percentages
were used to analyse their responses and inferences deduced from the outcome.
It was established that NECO papers have good face validity and that the
officials have good working relationship with school staff but the respondents
perceived that malpractices do occur in the conduct of the councils examinations.
Doubts were expressed as to whether NECO published results truly represent
candidates ‘ability. Based on these findings, suggestions were made that periodic

evaluation of the body be carried out.
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Findings .
Table 1: Respondents’ Perception of Examination Administration
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Face Validity of test items A NS DA
Prints on question papers are legible 895 63 42
Questions are properly structured to remove ambiguity 728 260 - &1

Involvement of NECO Officials
Question papers get to the examination venues at the righttime 417 395 18.8
There are always enough question papers to go round every

candidate in any examination written. 604 208 18.8
There is enough manpower supply to supervise every session

of examination 25 292 83
Supervisor and Invigilators are efficient and effective 52 - 3hs 0%
Adequate care is given for collection and packing of candidates’

scripts after the examinations. 66.7 229 104
Involvement of Teachers and Students
Subject teachers don't get into the ways of invigilators 438 417 146
Students are properly behaved during and after each examination

session 625 16.7 208
No collaboration among students in the examination hall 33.3 417 250
There were no forms of cheating in the conduct of the ' :
examination 313 354 333
Candidates’ grade published in NECO Resultis a true measure of

their academic ability based on performance in classwork 6.7 315 458
Remuneration

Amount paid to examination officers is adequate for the job done 0.0 396 604
Payment done promptly to motivate employee for future _

involvement. . 125 250 625
There is still room for improvement 938 42 20

The following is a summary of teachers” perception that emerged from the frequency
distribution in table 1 above: '

*
Q"

Agreement of Respondents on the face validity of testitems in NECO conducted
SSCE is high. Up to 89.5% perceptive that the print on the question papers are
legible. Whereas 72.9% perceive that test items were not ambigious, 75% agreed
to the appropriateness of test items for the level of candidates they are designed to
examine.

On the involvement of the NECO officials, just 41.7% agreed that paper and
other materials get to examination venues at the right time. 39.5% were not sure
while 18.8% disagreed. On the adequacy of the examination papers and availability
for the number of candidates writing the examinations, 60.4% agreed. 20.8% of
them were not sure while 18.8% disagreed. Similarly on the adequacy of manpower
required for supervising the examinations, 62.5% agreed, 29.3% were not sure
while 8.3% disagreed. The collection and packaging of the answer seripts had
high agreement of respondents to the adequacy of care taken in the process while
the effectiveness of invigilators was considered just moderate.
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