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Introduction
The issue of examination malpractice has occupied the centre stage of public

discourse in recent years. This is a realization of the great havoc which the vice

has done to the nation’s educational system. Examination malpractice cut across



all levels of the educational system from primary through secondary school to

tertiary institutions.

Bello (2003) during an hour national programme, talked profusely on the
subject of examination malpractices. He lamented on how teachers, friends,
parents and hired ‘mercinaries’ collude to aid students to pass examinations by
hook or crook. It is completely indefensible to find school principals, teachers,
examination officials, invigilators, law enforcement agents, supervisors, parents,
communities deeply involved in aiding and abetting examination malpractices.
According to Sonnie (2004), is that examination malpractices are gradually

sipping in and becoming an essential part of our educational system.

It is no longer news that examination malpractices thrive these days under
the aegies of well-known institutions, bodies and syndicates. In reality, there is no
epoch in human history without corruption. Each student trying to out do the
other or take advantage of others via cheating. It is like the politicians who
possess the most sophisticated election rigging machinery who win elections and
enjoy political offices while the losers grumble. Sonnie (2004) opined that
& "

Examination cheating has come a long way in Nigeria. Ama (1997) quoted that
WAEC reported cases of leakages in 1963, 1970, 1973, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981,
1985 and between 1986 and 1990. Until the popular EXPO “77”, examination
malpractice existed at low ebb and in simple and unsophisticated forms but

became more pervasive from 1977 upward.

Reasons for malpractices during UME: Several reasons have been adduced
for malpractices in Nigeria during JAMB/UME. They include the following:
1. The Quest for Success in Competitive or Selection Examinations:
Though the functions of examinations are numerous Adeyinka (1993) stated that
competitive and selective functions of examinations are obvious in our present
day Nigerian society. According to him, in and out-of-schools Nigeria youths are
subjected to competitive examinations which may be intended for selecting
candidates for employment, promotion or admission into secondary schools or
tertiary institutions of learning. The quest for success in competitive or selective

examinations has led to series of examination malpractices at all levels of the



educational system. According to Obasa (2000),
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2. Reading Culture of our Youths: In the olden days, students pursue
education with vigour and zeal. Examinations then had dignity and integrity
because students didn’t engaged in examination malpractices. The reverse is the
case in present day Nigeria. Students want to pass but they are not ready to
study for examinations but go through the shortcut. They are interested in cutting
corners to pass examinations. According to Sonnie (2002), it seems as if each
student is doggedly trying to out do the other or take advantage of others via
examination cheating rather than through studying. Students who have the upper
hand in cheating get the best results while conscientious ones really become the
losers at the end. While the cheats would be rejoicing when the result of the
examinations are out, those who refused to cheat who failed honourably would

be gnashing their teeth in sorrow, (Sonnie, 2004).

3. Availability of Willing Accomplices: At the formal opening of the 42’ Annual
Meeting of WAEC (1995), the then Honourable Minister of Education observed
with dismay the deep involvement of individuals and groups, who traditionally
would be expected to constitute the army against examination malpractice.
According to the editorial comments of Vanguard (May 13, 2004), some lazy
students find willing accomplices in school heads, teachers, invigilators,
supervisors, examiners and touts who have formed one big unholy alliance to aid
and abet examination fraud from which they make quick money. Umar (2003)
observed that students were initiated into the cabal of examination cheating right
from primary school especially during common entrance examinations where
heads of schools conspire with the teachers to give answers to the students for
them to record high number of passes. The situation in our secondary schools is
deplorable. Many school principals are the biggest perpetrators in the quest to
have their school praised and recognized. Many of these principals “settle”

external invigilators, supervisors and examiners with gift and cash into



overlooking the fraudulent assistance given to the students during examination

period by subject teachers and other accomplices.

Parents and guardians are also seen as available willing accomplices.
Many parents! guardians want their children/ward to succeed at all costs and
they are prepared to go the extra mile in buying examination papers for them or
giving them money to buy the papers. Bello (2003) gave an instance of the length
some parents/guardians go to aid examination cheating. He narrated the story of
a father who disguised himself as a girl to write a JAMB! UME for his daughter by
putting on a wig, lipstick, skirt and blouse. Umar (2003) also remarked that
parents and guardians are deeply involved in this shameful act, and their wards
will not be able to defend their grades or will end up graduating as half baked

graduates.

Hired mercinaries / lesson teachers and examination contractors are also
seen as willing accomplices. The editorial comment of Vanguard (May 13, 2004)
opined that examinations fraud has taken on the garb of an organized business
especially at public examinations such as Senior School Certificate Examination
(SSCE), Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National
Examinations Council (NECO), National Board for Technical Education
(NABTEB) and National Teachers Institute (NTI). It went onto state that special
examination centres and schools in remote areas provide safe heaven for the
examination fraudsters. Most of these special centres operate under the guise of
tutorial’ centres and students registered by “examination contractors” are those

who can afford the “co-operation fees” which ranged from Ni 5,000 to N50,000.

In the same vein, Umar (2003) stated that there now abounds throughout
the country a multitude of private tutorial classes that offer expensive lessons to
especially GCE, SSCE, NECO & JAMB candidates. He remarked that most of
such classes are used as points for examination malpractices where question
papers are purchased prior to the examination days. The coordinators of such
classes collect large sums of money from students to buy question papers and to
pay fraudsters that answer the questions and have them taken into the

examination halls with the aid of the invigilators and the security men.



One private centre near my house have cluster of students around till
midnight waiting for their lesson coordinator to discuss “expo” JAMB/UME
questions on the eve of JAMB examinations year in year out. Even students who
are not regular candidates of this centre come on such eve of JAMB/UME
examination to offer large sums of money to the coordinator for assistance to

perpetrate examination malpractices.

4. Loopholes on the parts of JAMB / Government: JAMB and the government
have some loopholes that aid examination malpractices in Nigeria. JAMB
examinations have been marred by gross irregularities and catalogue of
negligence. It is either that candidates cannot get their examination slip or locate
their centres or that the JAMB scores appearing on-line are different from the one
on the JAMB slip sent to the candidate (Sonnie, 2004). The softening of the law
and the indiscretion of the authorities towards apparent examination crimes
encouraged the increase in examination malpractice. The government lacks the
will to implement the Examination Miscellaneous Offence Decree 20 of 1984,
which stipulates (21 years jail term for those found guilty). | have never heard of
such offenders mostly caught red handed in the act been prosecuted. It is
therefore my hope that the Examination Malpractices Act 33 of 1999 which
stipulated various imprisonment terms and penalties for culprits will not end up
like Decree 20 of 1984.

Statement of the Problem

In view of the problem of examination malpractices in UME and effort of
the stakeholders at curbing this menace, this study did a critical survey of
reasons adduced for examination malpractices in UME using University of llorin
as a case study. Thirty 100 level students not in good standing in their original
departments and were transferred from these various departments to
Educational Management Department were used for the study. To be in good
standing, a student must be able to score at least | point cummulative average to
enable them continue in the next grade level. The thirty students used for this
study failed to make this grade in their previous departments therefore seek for

transfer into Educational Management Department of the same university.



Methodology

The data were collected from students’ personal record cards. The 30
students used were transferred to the Department of Educational Management
because they were not in good standing in their previous departments. Further

information on centres in which they sat for their UME were obtained and these
were used in data analysis.

Research Findings
The table below shows the data collected from the students’ personal files.

Table 1: Comparative Scores in UME and 100 Level

S/N O/Level UME Weighted  Courses Courses Former New JAMB
Grade Scores  Average Offered Failed Dept. Dept.. Centre
Score
1. 7 credits 231 0.80 14 8 B/Adm. Edu/Mgt. Lagos
2. 5 credits 210 0.63 14 9 G/C iy &
3. 6 credits 225 0.83 14 8 B/Adm. ¢
4. © credits 261 0.88 14 7 # * =
5 6 credits 263 Q.42 14 8 i
6. 9 credits 254 0.68 14 9 “ - ‘:
7 6 credifs 270 0.65 14 7 * g “
8. 8 credits 278 0.83 14 6 " b )
S 5 credits 220 0.50 14 10 4 z ¢
10. 6 credits 268 0.75 14 7 % 3 “
11. 8 credits 220 Q.84 - 14 T . y .
12. 6 credits 263 0:55 14 6 F g
13: 9 credits 214 - 0.75 14 8 . :
14. 6 credits 236 0.94 14 7 . .
15. 5 credits 239 0.75 14 5 p
16. 5 credits 242 0.95 14 8 B/Finance i
e 9 credits 245 0.50 14 5 Accounting g #
18. 8 credits . 248 0.77 14 8 B/Adm. * Kwara
19. 6 credits 267 0.78 15 9 CSET L Lagos
20. 7 credits 243 0.80 14 9 - B/ADmM.
2%, 5 credits 229 0.81 14 9 B/Adm. . Edu/Mgt. *
22 7 credits 260 0.50 14 S B/Finance ¢ "
23. 7 credits 208 0.63 14 9 Econs. e &
24. 7 credits 269 0.58 14 9 B/Adm. ® "
25 9 credits 211 0.53 14 8 “
26. 7 credits 265 073 14 9 s
27. 8 credits 213 0.66 14 9 % “ -
28. 7 credits 230 Q.60 14 T Acct. “ Ogun
29. 8 credits 273 0.78 14 7 B/Adm. _agos
30. 7 credits 210 0.54 14 5 il ¢ Lagos

Source: Students personal record cards

Findings from the study showed that: d

(1) These students met the admission requirement of at least 5 O/level credits in relevant
courses including English and Mathematics. For the 30 students, credit pass ranged
from 5-9 subjects at the SSCE which means they all met this requirement.

(i) They all satisfied the UME requirement of at least 200 marks to be admitted into
the University of Tlorin. Though the cut off point for different courses vary, the
basic requirements were met by all the 30 students as the UME scores ranged

- from 210 and 273.
(iii) The number of courses offered at 100 level ranged from 14-15 depending on
department.
(iv) There is a great evidence of failure in the number of courses failed which ranged
from 7-10 in the 1* year in the University.
W) The weighted average scores of all the 30 students are an evidence of inability to

proceed to the higher level of the academic system. The university regulation
stipulates that students who fail to make one grade point average cannot proceed.
One has to withdraw or seek a transfer to another programme where one will
have to start again from the 100 level as there is no repetition in the same



programme. From this table, we can see that all the 30 students scored below |
grade point average. Their scores ranged from 042 to 0.94.
(vi) The JAMB centres for writing the UME of the 30 students are, 28 from Lagos,

1 from Kwara while the other 1 is from Ogun State.
Implication of findings

These students like many of their counterparts nationwide are suspects of

examination malpractices for the following reasons:

(a) A critical look at the O’ level and UME scores of these 30 students reveals
above average academic performance but there seems to be no
correlation between these scores and their 1st year results in the
University. Ordinarily, one would expect a student that had 8 credits in
SSCE and 273 in UME to be a good student but for such a student to offer
14 courses and fail 7 and thus not able to justify their UME score is highly
questionable.

(b) Though these students have high scores in both SSCE and UME taken
in areas suspected to be highly prone to examination malpractices, the
scores are not related to the performance of these students in the
university. There could be genuinely high score from many examination
centres but high scores from some examination centres are usually
frowned at. The finding result is an evidence that the UME scores of
students from centres in Lagos State where twenty-eight out of the thirty
students used for the study took the UME examination is suspicious.
These students might have taken these examinations in centres that are

highly prone to examination malpractices.
The way out

How can we salvage UME? This question is tantamount to how can we
salvage Nigeria? The author of this paper is suggesting that in addition to UME,
each University should be allowed to conduct its own examination and/or

interview for candidates before they are finally admitted.



The government should do something urgent to get rid of the maggots
eating up our Ivory Tower. Tight security should be posted to “JAMB special
centres” to arrest supervisors or invigilators corrupting these candidates and get
them duly prosecuted under the Examination Malpractice Act 33 of 1999. There

should be more restricted access to the environs of the examination centre.

There should also be frequent and unannounced visits to examination
centres. The board should publicize evidence of wrongdoing and application of

legal sanctions for malpractice.

Thank God for the birth of the Examination Ethics Project (EEP).The body
has given the indication that a standard monitoring format for all public
examinations has been developed following the recommendation for the
institution of an independent examination watch action committee by the first
education stakeholders’ retreat on examination malpractice and cultism. Under
the new standard monitoring, Onyechere (2004) explained that a total of 50
factors broken down into 10 clusters will be monitored with a

“. Factors covered include levels of
irregularity suitability of examination centres; availability of facilities; discipline of
candidates; performance of invigilators, supervisors, security agents,
examination body as well as adherence to time schedule. He explained further
that at the end of the examinations, there would be feedback on the quality of
supervision, weakness of examinations in terms of logistics, implementation,
material and human elements. He also explained that the examination watch
action committee of 2004 had already monitored that year's JAMB examinations
and will also monitor implementation of sanctions against ‘defaulters in line with
the various pronouncements of the Federal Ministry of Education, National
Council on Education, the examination malpractice law and others.

Conclusion

Since examination fraud is being touted as the root cause of such other
societal ills an 419 and financial crimes in the country, it is necessary for all
stakeholders in education to join hands to device ways of putting a stop to the
phenomenon of examination malpractices. The Nigerian government, parents,

school authorities, students and the general public owe this country a duty by



putting a stop to examination malpractice which is increasing in geometrical

proportions.
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